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AHHOTanusi. Beedenue. B craThe paccMaTpHBAIOTCS TEOPETUYECKHE M METOMOJIOTMYECKHE OCHOBBI
aHanM3a TOJUTHYECKOrO Tpolecca B HOBBIX cyObekTax Poccuiickoit ®enepanmn — Jloneukoit u
Jlyranckoit Haponmueix PecrnyOnukax, 3amoposkckoii u  XepcoHCKOH 001acTsax. AKTyalbHOCTh
UCCIIEIOBaHNs  OOYyCJOBJ€HAa  YHMKAJBbHOCTBIO WX  MHTETPAlMOHHOIO  IMyTH,  COYETAIOIEero
MOCTKOH(JIMKTHYIO TpaHC(HOPMAIMI0, HWHCTHTYIIHOHAIBHOE CTPOUTEIHCTBO M COIMOKYIBTYPHYIO
ajanTtauuio B mpaBoBoM nojue Poccuu. I]ens. CucteMaTu3npoBaTh OCHOBHBIE TEOPETHUECKHE KOHIIETIIIUN
U pa3paboTaTh KOMIUICKCHBIM METOMOJIOTUYECKUH IMOIXOA K W3YyYCHHIO MOJMTUYECKOTo Ipolecca B
HOBBIX permoHax Poccuu, BBISBUB e€ro crenupuveckue 4YepThl W dTanbsl. Mamepuanvt u memoobsl.
HccnepoBanne NOCTPOEHO HAa aHajdu3e HAYyYHOM JUTEpaTypbl MO MOJUTHYECKOM PErHOHAIHUCTHUKE,
TPaH3UTOJIOTMM W TEOPUM MHTErpauuu. Mcrmonb3yloTcss MeToAbl MHCTUTYLHOHAJIBLHOIO, CPaBHUTEIBHO-
MOJINTUYECKOIO0 M CHCTEMHOI'O aHalM3a, a TaKKe KOHTEHT-aHajJu3 HOPMATHBHO-IPABOBBIX AKTOB U
MyOIMYHBIX BBICTYIIICHHUH KITFOUEBBIX TIOJUTHYECKUX aKTOPOB. Pezyivmamol u 06cyycoenue. BoiieneHs
KIIFOYEBBIC  JTalbl  TOJMTHYECKOrO Mporecca: KOH(IMKTHO-cemapaTucTckuii (o 2022 1),
JIETUTUMAIIMOHHO-UHTETpamoHHbIi (2022-2023 rr.) ¥ 3Tan CUCTEMHONW MHCTUTYyIHMOHanM3anuu (¢ 2024
r.). OOocHOBaHa HEOOXOOUMOCTb MPHUMEHEHHUS CHHTETHUECKOW MOJEIH aHajlu3a, CoYeTaromen
WHCTPYMEHTApUil TPAH3UTOJOTHH (Y4eT HETUHEMHOCTHM W pOJIM 3JUT) U TEOPUH TONUTHYECKON
uHTerpanuu (acCUMHIAIMS U akkomonaius). Ocoboe BHUMaHHE YACJICHO (aKTopam, OCIOKHSIOIIUM
MPOIIECC: TIOCIENCTBUS BOCHHBIX JEWCTBUN, HEOOXOAUMOCTHh (POPMHPOBAHWS HOBOW IOJIUTHYECKON
UACHTUYHOCTH, HHTETPALUs MECTHBIX 3JIUT B OOLIEPOCCUIICKHIE TIONUTHYECKUE NPAKTUKU. 3aKiioueHnue.
IlomuTHueckuif mporiecc B HOBBIX pPErHOHAX HOCHUT THOPWIHBINA, MHOTOYPOBHEBBIM W HETWHEHHBIN
xapakrep. Ero apdextuBHoe nzydeHue TpedyeT 0TKaza OT KIACCHUECKUX JIMHEHHBIX MOJIENIel TPaH3!UTa B
TOJIb3Y KOMITJIEKCHBIX ITOAX0/I0B, YIUTHIBAOIINX YHUKAIBHBI KOHTEKCT MIOCTKOH(MINKTHOW HHTETPAIINH,
JOMUHHPYIOLIYIO POJIb (eIepaibHOro IEHTPa U JUHAMHUKY B3aUMOJICHCTBUS (JOPMaIbHBIX HHCTUTYTOB U
HeQOpPMAaNbHBIX MPaKTUK. [lepCHIeKTHBHBIM HaNpaBICHHUEM HCCIICAOBAHUN SBISETCS CPaBHUTEIHHBIH
aHaJM3 WHTETPALlMOHHBIX TPAEKTOPHHA HOBBIX cyOBbekTOoB P® wMmexay coboi u ¢  apyrumu
NOCTKOH(M)JIMKTHBIMU PErHOHAMH MUDA.
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TPaH3UTOJIOT U, HHCTUTYLIMOHAIN3ALMS, IOJIUTHYECKasi UACHTUYHOCTb, (heIepaIn3M.
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Abstract. Introduction. The article examines the theoretical and methodological foundations for
analyzing the political process in the new subjects of the Russian Federation — the Donetsk and Lugansk
People's Republics, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions. The relevance of the study is due to the
uniqueness of their integration path, combining post-conflict transformation, institutional building and
socio-cultural adaptation within the legal framework of Russia. Goal. To systematize the main theoretical
concepts and develop a comprehensive methodological approach to studying the political process in the
new regions of Russia, identifying its specific features and stages. Materials and methods. The study is
based on the analysis of scientific literature on political regionalism, transitology and integration theory.
Methods of institutional, comparative-political and systemic analysis are used, as well as content analysis
of regulatory legal acts and public speeches of key political actors.

Results and discussion. The key stages of the political process are identified: the conflict-separatist stage
(until 2022), the legitimation-integration stage (2022-2023) and the stage of systemic institutionalization
(from 2024). The necessity of applying a synthetic model of analysis combining the tools of transitology
(accounting for non-linearity and the role of elites) and theories of political integration (assimilation and
accommodation) is substantiated. Special attention is paid to complicating factors: the consequences of
hostilities, the need to form a new political identity, the integration of local elites into all-Russian political
practices. Conclusion. The political process in the new regions is hybrid, multi-level and non-linear. Its
effective study requires a rejection of classical linear transit models in favor of comprehensive approaches
that take into account the unique context of post-conflict integration, the dominant role of the federal
center and the dynamics of interaction between formal institutions and informal practices. A promising
area of research is a comparative analysis of the integration trajectories of the new subjects of the Russian
Federation among themselves and with other post-conflict regions of the world.
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Introduction. The incorporation of the Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics, and the
Zaporizhia and Kherson Oblasts into the Russian Federation represents an unprecedented case of
large-scale political border changes and a complex, multi-layered integration process in modern
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history. The political process in these new constituent entities of the Russian Federation is
unfolding under a unique combination of factors: an unfinished armed conflict, profound
socioeconomic transformation, active institution-building, and the formation of a new civic and
political identity. Traditional theories of democratic transition or classical models of federalism
prove insufficient for an adequate analysis. Therefore, there is a pressing need for theoretical
understanding and the development of specific methodological tools that account for the hybrid,
nonlinear, and contextual nature of this process.

Materials and methods of research. The methodological basis of the study is a
synthesis of several theoretical approaches. Firstly, this is the toolkit of political transitology,
revised taking into account the criticism of linear models and adapted to the conditions of
"directed transit" under the auspices of the federal center. Secondly, approaches of political
regionalism are applied, focusing on the interaction between the center and the periphery, the
asymmetry of regional development and the specifics of regional political regimes. Thirdly,
theories of political integration are used (in particular, the models of assimilation and
accommodation), allowing for the analysis of the process of incorporation of new territories and
populations into a single legal, economic and symbolic space of the state [1]. The empirical base
consists of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, federal constitutional laws on the
admission of new subjects, charters and legislation of new regions, programmatic documents of
leading political parties, as well as data from sociological research conducted in these territories.
The main methods are institutional and comparative analysis, discourse analysis of the public
field, and expert assessments.

Research results and discussion. The analysis revealed three conditional, partially
overlapping, stages of the political process in the new regions:

l. Conflict-separatist (until 2022): Characterized by the formation of political
institutions in the Donbas republics amidst war, the emergence of their own elite groups, and the
search for external legitimacy. The political process was subordinated to the logic of survival and
military confrontation.

2. Legitimation and Integration (2022-2023): The key event was formal legal
integration through referendums and the adoption of constitutional laws. This stage was
dominated by the implementation of federal legislation, the creation of basic governing
institutions in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation, and the launch of socio-
economic support programs. The political process is strictly centralized and controlled from
Moscow.

3. The stage of systemic institutionalization (from 2024): The tasks of forming a
stable and self-reproducing political system integrated into the all-Russian one come to the fore.
This includes: a) adaptation of the all-Russian party system (integration of United Russia and
systemic parties into the local political landscape); b) integration of regional elites into federal
networks of influence and lobbying practices; ¢) formation of a new political identity combining
local “Donbass” or “Black Sea” specifics with the all-Russian civic consciousness [2] .

The main methodological challenge is the hybridity of emerging institutions, in which
formal rules imported from the federal center are closely intertwined with informal practices
rooted in the specific social capital of post-Soviet Donbas and southern Ukraine [3]. This creates
the risk of "institutional gaps" and requires researchers to focus on everyday governance
practices, not just regulatory acts.

Conclusion. Thus, the political process in Russia's new regions represents a unique
laboratory for post-conflict state-building and political integration. Its theoretical understanding
requires a rejection of orthodox models in favor of a comprehensive, interdisciplinary approach.
The synthetic model developed in this article, combining adapted tools from transitology,
regional studies, and integration theory, allows us to identify key drivers and barriers to the
process. Further research should focus on a comparative analysis of internal dynamics in various
new regions, an examination of local elite adaptation mechanisms, and an analysis of the
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population's perception of integration processes, which is a determining factor in the long-term
sustainability of the new political reality.
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